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Hello from Broadlands RDA!
We have all the news and events in our second Autumn and Winter newsletter.

News and Events

Film Night in September pulled many more people than we thought 
with 50 people attending on the night and although the weather 
threatened to rain it held up on the night with Broadlands all lit up and 
ready to go! 
Our bar and food were very successful staffed by Jacky and 4 other 
volunteers 
We made a net profit of £722.15 as well as having £250 worth of lighting 
and electrical equipment donated. 
We even supplied our own bats and owls for extra atmosphere!!  
The event was kindly cosponsored by Nosh Café Bar, First Impression 
Hairdressers, Shine Dental, Four Marks Self Storage, Farm & Country. 
Reads Butchers donated the pork, sausages, and burgers, Loaf Bakery 
donated the bread rolls and Alan Webster-Brown for the loan of the 
speakers.  

Horses, owls and bats  ......all the Fantastic Beasts at Broadlands !

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rda%20broadlands%20medstead
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rda%20broadlands%20medstead




The BBC Comes to Broadlands!

As part of the Rotary Global Giving initiative, the BBC came to film the 
school one Saturday 9th  December and we were featured on BBC South 
Today. 
You can see the clip on our Home Page at the bottom. The footage featured 
Tom Burnett and his Mum, Becky. Here are some pictures from the day 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rda%20broadlands%20medstead


Fundraising Update -Winter 2017/18

Phase One fundraising is well underway and we now have over £70,000 
in the bank. We applied for three grants to a number of different 
councils: East Hants District Council, Medstead Parish and the RDA. So 
far they have agreed on funding and grants. In addition we have also 
received funding from Four Marks Parish Council thanks to our own 
Anne Tomlinson, one of our lovely helpers on Saturday who introduced 
us to the Parish Council. Anne also applied and received further funds 
from HSBC match funding  - well done Anne! 

Our planning permission was also granted in the Autumn and we are 
now poised to begin some of the building work. There will be more 
details at our AGM on the 24th March 

We have also been part of a very interesting scheme that we are working 
on with Four Marks Rotary to fund both Phase One and Phase Two. 
The website is global Giving and the URL for the project is below 
We have so far raised £8,581 of our Phase One amount through this 
scheme. 
This is an accelerator Global Giving programme organised by  Four 
Marks Rotary support our funding initiative. There is more on this 
scheme here: 
https://www.globalgiving.org/accelerator. 

We still have more work to do to make sure that Broadlands keeps going 
into the future and are always looking out for volunteers to join our 
Fundraising team. Please call Deborah on 07722 241160 or email Tim at 
macleod.clarke@icloud.com if you would like to help. 

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/therapeutic-care-for-the-disabled/


Rider and Carer Survey  - 2017/18

As part of our fundraising campaign, we need to establish what impact 
and value riding has on the lives of our riders and a survey was sent out 
to gauge your views on this. 
It is very important to our fundraising efforts that this survey gets 
completed by you  - your support would be greatly appreciated. 
We have had a number of people respond so far and a hard copy of the 
survey will be sent in the post. There are also copies of the survey at the 
Stables and on request



Susie  Greenwood hosted and organised yet another 
successful talk on 24th November  - this time by Holly 
Budge. The amount raised for Broadlands on the night 
was £672...Well done and Thanks Susie! 

Susie also has another talk planned for:  
22nd March: Ed Chamberlin 
Ed is a leading Sky Sports Horse Racing Presenter and 
should have a very interesting take on life in general as 
well, as he has hosted many Corporate occasions such as 
Awards Ceremonies, Breakfast meetings, Q&A Panels 
and Gala Dinners! Tickets on our website soon. 

Our annual carol evening was held on 22nd December this 
year at Broadlands as usual. 
Lots of singing, mince pies and fun! 

Carols at 
Christmas:

Our AGM will take place on 24th March 2018@10.00am 
start. There will be news of the coming years events, 
fundraising and celebration of all things horsey and 
Broadlands.........and lunch! 

AGM:

Wivelrod Talks:

 
Event News and 

Future Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Our Annual New Forest Ride will take place on Saturday 
12th May 2018 

 
All the News from 

Broadlands 
Stables!

New Forest 
Ride:

https://www.broadlandsgrouprda.org.uk/events


RDA Rider Grades and Awards:
The following people have all taken and been awarded badges in 2016/17        
                                        

18th February 2016: 

11th February 2017: 

30th March 2017:

Zophia Bichler - Grade 1 
James Sprott - Grade 1 
Harry Kirkham - Grade 1 
James Werenowski  - Grade 1 
Antoine Pango -Grade 1 

Tom Burnett - Grade 1 
Jess Day  - Grade 1 

Angel Eason - Grade 1 
Jesse Chiverton - Grade 1 

We have done 5 Training talks for Coaches and Volunteers of our Group 
and some of the other Hampshire RDA Groups. Further training talks are 
planned for this year.  Topics cover Communication, Rider assessment and 
using the movement of the horse for improvement as well as other subjects. 
Days and dates to be announced or get in touch with Suzanne if you are 
interested. 

Training Talks:

All the News 
from 

Broadlands 
Stables!

Say Hello to Angie!

We have a new addition to the Broadlands family. 
Say hello to Angie. You can see her during the week 
and on Saturdays. Her full name is Angela Mclaren 
and she looked after shire horses for 10 years at 
Chawton House Library so she is well able to look 
after George! Here is a picture of Angie with a 
beautiful Shire  

 
Event News and 

  Future Dates for your Diaries: 
 



Featured Rider

Matthew Williams

Best achievement 
My best achievement was winning 1st Prize in my first ever dressage 
competition and being able to canter. 

What I like about Broadlands RDA 
The helpers and instructors are very friendly and helpful and Suzanne (the 
owner/principal), is also very friendly.  I also like being around horses 
because it is very relaxing and calming.  I think horse-riding is a great skill to 
have and it keeps you fit.  Horse-riding is also very good for your health. 

How I have benefited 
I have benefitted quite a lot from horse-riding.  My confidence has grown a 
lot since I started and I’ve also become physically stronger and it has helped 
my stamina; along with boosting my self-esteem and I’ve felt a sense of 
achievement due to being awarded rosettes, badges and trophies. 

Advice to riders 
I started riding in 2010, age 7, with Hampshire & Surrey Borders RDA 
(Aldershot RDA group, at the time), when I was at Henry Tyndale School in 
Farnborough and have really enjoyed it.  I feel that I have come far. If you 
think you won’t enjoy riding because you are worried about how fast you 
might go, or how high you are when you’re on a horse, think again!  Just 
have a go, try it!  The only way to know whether you like horse-riding, or 
not, is to try it.   



Horse-riding isn’t all about getting lots of awards, or trophies, it’s about 
learning and understanding more about your horse/pony and how to look 
after it. I chose to raise funds for Broadlands RDA I think Broadlands is a 
really good charity, it allows people with special needs/disabilities to be 
able to ride horses, which is lovely. 
Broadlands RDA also needs lots of money to enable a building project, so 
we can continue to ride and ride safely.  The new building will let more 
children and adults with special needs/disabilities do horse-riding, which 
boosts their self-confidence, self-esteem, health and being around horses 
makes them happier.  It is also useful and happy way to learn discipline 

Matthew is also an excellent artist and some examples can be seen here: 
https://en-gb.facebook.com/Sketchy-Designs-by-Matthew-Williams 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/Sketchy-Designs-by-Matthew-Williams-1002306889792756/


 
Roz  

(In her own words) 
 Hello Humans! 

Let me introduce myself. My name is Roz and I am the pretty brown and white one 
in the stable at the far end of the block. The humans describe me as being a Cob and 
say that I am 14.1 hands high. They state also that my tastefully positioned brown 
patches mean that my colour is "Skewbald". 
I was born in 1994 and given the name "Rosie", but when I came here, they 
already had a pony with that name. So, in order not to confuse themselves, the 
humans changed my name to Roz.( They didn't ask me if I approved of the new 
name, but I've got used to it!).  
I came to Broadlands in 2004, having spent the early part of my life with various 
other humans in the Farnham area. During these early years, I was, what you 
humans describe as, "a family pony"; which meant that I had to cope with humans of 
various ages and sizes doing all sorts of odd things, all in the name of fun and 
equine experience. It certainly taught me to "expect the unexpected" as you humans 
say, and this is a part of my history for which I am very thankful! 

Having arrived at Broadlands Riding for the Disabled, I had to go back to pony 
school because there were areas in my education which needed developing or 
correcting, in order for me to reach my full potential as an RDA pony. This 
included getting much fitter and more balanced in my paces and learning to 
react appropriately. Sometimes the rider's aids are very faint or are just verbal 
commands. Not all my riders are small; not every rider is physically disabled; a few 
hardly seem disabled at all. I have to gauge my responses and react to each 
rides aids as best as I can. 
Hum.....tricky! I don't always get it right. 

Featured Horse



There are times when I can "forget" to change from "very steady and quiet" mode and 
recognise that the human on board is capable of more advanced riding. I get away 
with it if I can. However, I have to behave sooner or later; or another human is likely 
to insist on me "getting the message". 
Oh sorry, my mistake, ho ho........ 

I do like to show my naughty side sometimes. 
For example: 
I am expert at pretending that there is a very scary monster who stops me from going 
through my stable door, whether I am going in or out! Certain humans are wise to me 
now, but I can usually remember the ones with whom I can have some "fun"! 
However, this particular quirk in my behaviour does not apply if my lunch is 
awaiting my immediate attention on the inside! 
I'm sure it is dinner time soon, so I will stop writing now and just remind you that I 
am the "pretty brown and white one at the far end"! 

Here I am below with one of my favourite humans - he's called Jamie! 
  



Goodbye to Daisy
We were very sad to announce the death of Daisy on Wednesday 31st 
January 2018. She came to Broadlands in 2003 and she was 30 this year. 
Like all our horses, Daisy was much loved and will be very missed. Here 
are some lovely memories of Daisy below: 
With Ian (before he grew a bit more and needed a bigger horse!), with 
Ruth at a Regional show, in the snow and with her friends, Roz and Millie 
( all long service medal holders). 
  


